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ABSTRACT

In embodiments of a serializing transmitter, the serializing
transmitter includes N multiplexing drive units, each con-
figured to generate a series of output pulses derived from
input data signals and multi-phase clock signals, and each
multiplexing drive unit including a pulse-controlled push-
pull output driver having first and second inputs and an
output. Each multiplexing driver unit further includes a first
M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having an output coupled
to the first input of the pulse-controlled push-pull output
driver, and a second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer hav-
ing an output coupled to the second input of the pulse-
controlled push-pull output driver, wherein each of the first
and second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexers has four or

fewer clock inputs.

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
SERIALIZING TRANSMITTER

BACKGROUND

Conventional high-speed 1/O data circuits to transfer large
volumes of data at high speeds across short distances, such
as from chip-to-chip on the same circuit board, are fre-
quently inadequate for the task. The specifications for many
industry standard I/O interfaces were outlined nearly a
decade ago, and are general purpose designs that attempt to
meet a wide range of design needs, but are not optimal for
any one design.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit
the scope of the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any or all disadvantages noted in any part of this
disclosure.

In embodiments of a serializing transmitter, the serializing
transmitter includes one or more multiplexing drive units
that each generate a series of output pulses derived from
input data signals and multi-phase clock signals. Each of the
multiplexing drive units includes a pulse-controlled push-
pull output driver that has first and second inputs, and an
output. Each of the multiplexing drive units also includes a
first M:1 (where M is two or more) pulse-generating mul-
tiplexer having an output coupled to the first input of the
pulse-controlled push-pull output driver, and generating a
first series of intermediate pulses at the output; and a second
M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having an output coupled
to the second input of the pulse-controlled push-pull output
driver, and generating a second series of intermediate pulses
at the output, wherein each of the first and second M:1
pulse-generating multiplexers have four or fewer clock
inputs.

In other embodiments, serializing and transmitting serial
data from parallel data includes coupling together outputs of
at least two push-pull output drivers; controlling a source
resistance of the two push-pull output drivers with a first
feedback control loop; generating, using CMOS logic gates,
a pull-up sequence of pulses and a pull-down sequence of
pulses for each push-pull output driver to control the output
driver, based on multi-phase clock signals and the parallel
data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of a serializing transmitter are described
with reference to the following Figures. The same numbers
may be used throughout to reference like features and
components that are shown in the Figures:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a high-speed differential
serializing transmitter in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a multiplexing drive unit
(MDU) in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a serializing transmitter
implemented with four MDUs in accordance with one or
more embodiments.
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FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the functionality and
timing of an MDU in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of an 8:1 differential seri-
alizing transmitter with de-emphasis and power supply
current load balancing in accordance with one or more
embodiments.

FIG. 6 illustrates a pull-down drive resistance and de-
emphasis control circuit in accordance with one or more
embodiments of a serializing transmitter.

FIG. 7 illustrates example method(s) of a serializing
transmitter in accordance with one or more embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some implementations of I/O data circuits that utilize
packet-based communication can have a large memory
requirement that may come with a significant latency pen-
alty. Alternatively, attempts at full-custom /O solutions are
often less than optimal due to the improper application of
digital design methods, induced power supply noise, and
lack of signal integrity control. Chip designers are often
faced with the dilemma of system implementation on a
single, larger chip having a low yield and a high manufac-
turing cost with the benefit of faster intra-chip data com-
munication, or system implementation with multiple chips
having a higher yield and an overall lower manufacturing
cost, but with slower inter-chip data communication.

One technique for high-speed data serialization and trans-
mission could include a 2:1 multiplexer followed by an
output buffer, and uses CMOS multiplexers to generate two
Va-rate NRZ data streams that are directed to a 2:1 multi-
plexer controlled by a 112-rate clock. The 2:1 multiplexer
then sends a full-rate NRZ data stream to an output driver
that is implemented either as a CML parallel-terminated
driver or as a push-pull series-terminated driver. Two factors
limit both maximum bandwidth and achievable power effi-
ciency. The first factor is the design of a 2:1 multiplexer with
sufficient bandwidth to avoid inter-symbol interference (ISI)
at the output, because any ISI-induced data-dependent jitter
is further amplified by the output driver and channel due to
finite bandwidth. This design limitation can be accounted for
through appropriate sizing of the 2:1 multiplexer, but this in
turn can lead to excessive power consumption. The second
factor is that setup and hold time requirements for the 2:1
multiplexer is increasingly difficult to achieve reliably at
very high data rates.

Embodiments of a serializing transmitter for chip-to-chip,
chip-to-memory, and chip-to-optical-module NRZ (non-re-
turn-to-zero) data communication are described. The circuit
topology of a serializing transmitter provides for low-power,
high-speed operation and includes four pulse-toggled 2:1
CMOS multiplexers to form an 8:4 first stage of serializa-
tion, followed by a final pulse-controlled 4:1 serializer that
is also a push-pull output driver, consuming one-quarter (V4)
the power of a comparable parallel-terminated output driver.
The first stage uses high-speed, rail-to-rail CMOS logic and
consumes no static power, and its topology provides that the
magnitude of its power supply current at each bit time is
constant and independent of data. The push-pull output
driver has a programmable source resistance, and when
implemented differentially, consumes constant current when
terminated at the receiver, again independent of data.
Because of its constant current draw, the power supply
bypass capacitance requirements of a serializing transmitter
are minimized.
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The integration of multi-chip systems, such as game
consoles and other multi-processor computer systems, onto
a single large chip can reduce costs by eliminating some-
times costly chip-to-chip data communication. However, if
chip-to-chip data communication costs and other multi-chip
costs can be reduced to less than the costs of integration
(such as lower yield and higher cooling costs due to higher
power density), a cost savings is obtained with a multi-chip
solution. With a sufficiently low-cost, high-performance 1/O,
a multi-chip solution may be implemented rather than
single-chip integration. Additionally, the performance of
very large, frequently I/O-bound systems, such as Internet
servers and supercomputers, can be improved with gains in
1/0 performance, be it an increase in data rate or a reduction
in power.

In embodiments, a low-cost, area- and power-efficient
CMOS serializing transmitter device addresses the need for
both high speed and low power, and can be implemented for
data communication between chips in the same package, on
the same board, and on different boards across a backplane.
The CMOS logic provides for superior speed-power ratio
across a wide range of data rates, as well as portability across
technology nodes, including future nodes that will provide
further performance gains and power reduction. In spite of
the use of CMOS logic, a serializing transmitter presents a
largely constant current load to its power supply. Within the
device, parallel signal paths generate multiple streams of
data-controlled pulses to control a final 4:1 multiplexer that
is also the output driver. The source termination resistance of
a serializing transmitter is controlled over process, voltage,
and temperature (PVT) to match the resistance of an external
reference resistor.

While features and concepts of a serializing transmitter
can be implemented in any number of different devices,
systems, environments, and/or configurations, embodiments
of'a serializing transmitter are described in the context of the
following example devices, systems, and methods.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a high-speed differential
serializing transmitter 100. A series-terminated output driver
102 includes a 4:1 multiplexer function by the wire-OR’ing
of the outputs of four pulse-controlled series-terminated
output drivers. For low-power operation, the series-termi-
nated output driver provides the same output signal ampli-
tude at one-fourth (%4) of the power of a parallel-terminated
output driver. Pulses can be utilized for multiplexer control,
and the serializing transmitter 100 has a two-stage method of
pulse generation. The serializing transmitter uses those
pulses to control a push-pull series-terminated multiplexing
output driver, rather than a CML multiplexer. Input signaling
to the output driver includes Ys-rate data-gated CMOS
pulses, rather than a full-rate NRZ data stream, so no
individual pulse can interfere with any other pulse, and there
is no contribution to inter-symbol interference in the final
NRZ data stream. To generate data-controlled pulses for the
each output driver, four 2:1 CMOS pulse-generating multi-
plexers 104 are controlled by eight Y4-rate clocks and eight
bits of data. The phases of the clocks are evenly distributed
through 360 degrees. Although the serializing transmitter is
described as a differential serializing transmitter, it can also
be implemented as a single-ended serializing transmitter.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a multiplexing drive unit
(MDU) 200 that includes a pulse-generating pull-up multi-
plexer 202, a pull-down 2:1 multiplexer 204, and a pulse-
controlled output driver 206. FIG. 3 illustrates an example
300 of connecting four MDUs to form an 8:1 single-ended
serializing transmitter, where each MDU asserts onto the
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serializing transmitter output a high or low drive level for
two of eight bit times and asserts no drive level for six bit
times.

Within each MDU, two data-controlled pulse generators
form a 2:1 multiplexer which generates pulses to control a
pull-up transistor of the output driver. A second pair of
data-controlled pulse generators generate controlling pulses
for a second 2:1 multiplexer, which in turn generates pulses
to control a pull-down transistor of the output driver. Within
the data-controlled pulse generator, an assertion pulse gen-
erator (a NAND or NOR gate, depending on pulse polarity)
generates a pulse that induces a transition at the 2:1 multi-
plexer output from a de-asserted state to an asserted state. A
de-assertion pulse generator (a NOR or NAND gate) gen-
erates a pulse one bit time later to induce a transition at the
2:1 multiplexer output from its asserted state to its de-
asserted state.

Small keeper transistors can be used to hold the 2:1
multiplexer output in its de-asserted state until the arrival of
the next assertion pulse, which could occur as few as two
bit-times later, or might never occur, as its arrival is depen-
dent on the data pattern. In an alternative implementation,
the de-assertion pulses are not gated by data, thereby ensur-
ing that a de-assertion pulse always occurs and rendering the
keeper transistors unnecessary. This alternative implemen-
tation consumes slightly more power. Bidirectional capabil-
ity of the serializing transmitter is inherent in the construc-
tion of the MDUs, as their outputs can be tri-stated by
de-asserting all data inputs.

As shown in FIG. 2, each of the pulse generating multi-
plexers has four clock inputs (NCLKO, NCLK1, NCLK4,
and NCLKS), and each pulse generator of that multiplexer
has two clock inputs (NCLKO/NCLK1 or NCLK4/NCLKS).
In particular, each of the first and second pulse generators of
the pulse-generating pull-up multiplexer 202 includes a first
NAND gate coupled to the first clock input (NCLK1/
NCLKS5) and a data input (DA/DB) and having a first NAND
gate output. Each of the first and second pulse generators of
pull-up multiplexer 202 also includes a first inverting delay
coupled to the first NAND gate output and having a first
inverting delay output, a second NAND gate coupled to both
the first NAND gate output and the first inverting delay
output and having a second NAND gate output, and a first
NOR gate coupled to both the second clock input (NCLKO0/
NCLK4) and the first NAND gate output and having a first
NOR gate output.

Each of the first and second pulse generators also includes
a first p-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a source,
wherein the drain of the first p-type transistor is coupled to
the pulse generator output and the first gate is coupled to the
second NAND gate output, and a first n-type transistor
having a drain, a gate, and a source, wherein the drain of the
first n-type transistor is coupled to the pulse generator output
and the gate is coupled to the first NOR gate output.

Each of the third and fourth pulse generators of the
pulse-generating pull-down multiplexer 204 includes a sec-
ond NOR gate coupled to both the data input (DA/DB) and
the second clock input (NCLKO/NCLK4) and having a
second NOR gate output, a first AND gate coupled to both
an inversion of the data input (DA/DB) and the first clock
input (NCLK1/NCLKS5) and having a first AND gate output,
a second inverting delay coupled to the first AND gate
output and having a second inverting delay output, a third
NAND gate coupled to both the second NOR gate output
and the first AND gate output, and a third NOR gate coupled
to both the first AND gate output and the second inverting
delay output.
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Each of the third and fourth pulse generators includes a
second p-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a source,
wherein the drain of the second p-type transistor is coupled
to the pulse generator output and the gate is coupled to the
third NAND gate output, and a second n-type transistor
having a drain, a gate, and a source, wherein the drain of the
second n-type transistor is coupled to the pulse generator
output and the gate is coupled to the third NOR gate output.
By reducing the number of clock inputs to the circuit
respective to other multiplexer configurations, the physical
area used to route the clock inputs as well as the capacitive
loading on the clock and data signals is reduced. Further, the
number of gate delays in the circuit illustrated in FIG. 2 may
be lower than other multiplexer configurations, thereby
reducing insertion delay, power and power-supply induced
jitter in the circuit.

In FIG. 2, the pulse-controlled output driver 206 of the
MDU 200 includes a P-drive control 208 and an N-drive
control 210. Using a feedback control loop to control the
resistance of the P-drive control and the N-drive control, an
MDU’s drive resistance tracks an external reference resistor
and is programmable.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example 400 of the functionality and
timing of a single MDU during eight bit-times when DA=1
and DB=0 (DA and DB are shown in FIG. 2). Here, the
MDU asserts a high level at its output in one bit time, and
asserts a low level at its output four bit times later. As shown,
each of the clocks transition from high to low during
successive bit times, and the MDU asserts a high level at its
output in the bit time at which the second clock (NCLK1)
goes low. Likewise, the MDU asserts a low level at its output
in the bit time at which the second clock (NCLK1) goes
high. During the other six bit-times, the MDU output is
tri-stated.

Several aspects of the MDU contribute to its high-speed
and low-power operation, and five aspects are described. In
the first aspect, NRZ data is carried on just one net, OUT,
and there is no longer the need for a 2:1 multiplexer to
generate a full-rate, pre-driver NRZ data stream to drive an
output driver. This provides for substantial power savings
and an overall bandwidth improvement over previous imple-
mentations, as there is no pre-driver NRZ data stream that
limits performance and may itself be in need of equalization.
Apart from OUT, the highest-speed nets of the MDU do not
carry NRZ data, but rather, single pulses one bit-time wide.
Because these pulses occur no more frequently than every
fourth bit-time on any given net, they have a full three
bit-times to return to the de-asserted level, and do not
contribute to ISI at OUT. Any ISI that may appear in the
NRZ data stream at OUT is readily corrected by standard
transmit de-emphasis and receive equalization circuits used
to correct for channel-induced ISI.

In a second aspect, the MDU serializes two stages of
pulse-toggled multiplexing, deriving substantial speed-
power advantage from each stage. In a third aspect, an
inherently low-power push-pull series terminated output
driver is integrated with a high-performance pulse-toggled
4:1 multiplexer. This provides for both a reduction in power
and an increase in speed, compared to conventional tech-
niques where these functions are implemented separately. In
a fourth aspect, the circuit topology contributes to high
bandwidth on its highest-speed nets in two different ways.
First, the gates that create and transfer these pulses all have
very low fan-out (between Y2 and 1) and very low fan-in
(between 1 and 2). Second, the topology allows for the nets
that carry these pulses (nets A-J in FIG. 2) to be physically
very short. In a fifth aspect, by gating clocks NCLKO,
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NCLK1, NCLK4, and NCLKS5 with the data signals DA and
DB at the very root of the logic paths in the MDU, signal
transitions and therefore power are minimized.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example 500 of connecting twenty
four MDUs to form an 8:1 differential serializing transmitter
with de-emphasis. MDU[1-8]p and MDU[1-8]m form a
main tap of the differential serializing transmitter, and MDU
[9-12]p and MDU[9-12]m provide de-emphasis to TXP and
TXM during those bit times following no data transition. In
contrast to a traditional current-steering output driver with
de-emphasis, the application of de-emphasis in this serial-
izing transmitter results in a small increase in power supply
current load. MDU[1-4]x, small scaled replicas of the pri-
mary MDUs, balance this increase by presenting an extra
current load to the power supply during those bit times
immediately following any transition (i.e., when de-empha-
sis is not applied). This is achieved with the application of
appropriate XOR of data to MDU[1-4]x. The magnitude of
this extra power supply current load is programmable. A
40:9 pre serializer provides appropriately timed data and
de-emphasis data for the MDUs.

To improve circuit performance, feedback control loops
adjust transmit drive resistance and de-emphasis magnitude.
Under digital control, each feedback control loop can be
disabled or offset by a programmable amount.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example 600 of an MDU pull-down
output transistor detail and the control of MDU drive
resistance with selectable, equal-weighted output drive seg-
ments. A generated current is sourced to an off-chip refer-
ence resistor, and a scaled multiple of that current is also sent
to an on-chip replica of the output driver. On startup, a state
machine asserts control bits BIASN[0:7] to VDD in
sequence, thereby turning on segments in the replica output
driver one at a time until the voltage at the output of the
replica output driver is less than the voltage at the reference
resistor. At this time, no additional control bits are asserted,
and an analog feedback control loop is then enabled by
disconnecting the asserted bits of BIASN[0:7] from VDD
and connecting them to net AO. The de-asserted bits of
BIASN][0:7] remain held at OV. The analog feedback control
loop then adjusts the voltage of the asserted bits of BIASN
[0:7] until the drive resistance of the replica pull-down
output driver is the desired fraction of the external reference
resistor, independent of PVT. A 7-bit DAC provides for
adjustment of pull down drive resistance from 25 ohms to
200 ohms in 128 steps. Also shown is a replica emphasis
pull-down driver and a second 7-bit DAC for the adjustment
of'emphasis driver pull down drive resistance from 50 ohms
to 400 ohms in 128 steps. Similar circuits and methods
control pull-up output transistor drive resistance.

Note the use of analog feedback control of the BIASN
[0:7] and BIASE[0:3] voltages to provide a high resolution
of drive resistance control. Because of this analog control,
the resolution of drive resistance control is not constrained
by the number of driver segments that are independently
controlled, but rather 128 levels of termination resistance are
achieved with just eight segments.

By lowering the cost of high-throughput, low-latency data
interconnection, this serializing transmitter can lower costs
by making the partitioning of a large system-on-a-chip onto
multiple chips less costly than single-chip integration. It can
also reduce the cost and improve the performance of any
large system that requires substantial data communication to
neighboring chips and memory, including supercomputers
and Internet servers.

The described embodiments of a serializing transmitter
can be implemented with various technologies other than
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CMOS technology. The voltage supply terminals can be
relatively positive or relatively negative, depending upon the
particular convention adopted and the technology used. The
use of the terms “pull-up” and “pull-down” as described
herein are arbitrary terms, and can refer to either a logic
high-level or a logic low-level depending on the relative
levels of the voltage supply terminals. Likewise, the term
“coupled” can include various types of connections or
couplings and can include a direct connection or a connec-
tion through one or more intermediate components.

Example method 700 is described with reference to FIG.
7 in accordance with one or more embodiments of a seri-
alizing transmitter. Generally, any of the services, functions,
methods, procedures, components, and modules described
herein can be implemented using software, firmware, hard-
ware (e.g., fixed logic circuitry), manual processing, or any
combination thereof. A software implementation represents
program code that performs specified tasks when executed
by a computer processor. The example methods may be
described in the general context of computer-executable
instructions, which can include software, applications, rou-
tines, programs, objects, components, data structures, pro-
cedures, modules, functions, and the like. The program code
can be stored in one or more computer-readable storage
media devices, both local and/or remote to a computer
processor. The methods may also be practiced in a distrib-
uted computing environment by multiple computer devices.
Further, the features described herein are platform-indepen-
dent and can be implemented on a variety of computing
platforms having a variety of processors.

FIG. 7 illustrates example method(s) 700 of a serializing
transmitter to serialize and transmit serial data from parallel
data. The order in Which the method blocks are described
are not intended to be construed as a limitation, and any
number of the described method blocks can be combined in
any order to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 702, the outputs of at least two push-pull output
drivers are coupled together. At block 704, source resis-
tances of the two push-pull output drivers is controlled with
first and second feedback control loops. For example, a
pull-up source resistance and a pull-down source resistance
are controlled. At block 706, a pull-up sequence of pulses
and a pull-down sequence of pulses are generated for each
push-pull output driver to control the respective output
driver, based on multi-phase clock signals and the parallel
data. At block 708, generated high-speed NRZ data is
transmitted for communication on the computer data bus.

An example provides a serializing transmitter comprising
N multiplexing drive units, each configured to generate a
series of output pulses derived from input data signals and
multi-phase clock signals, wherein N is a positive integer,
and wherein each multiplexing drive unit includes a pulse-
controlled push-pull output driver having first and second
inputs and an output, a first M:1 pulse-generating multi-
plexer having an output coupled to the first input of the
pulse-controlled push-pull output driver and configured to
generate a first series of intermediate pulses having a first
pulse width at said output, where M is two or more, and a
second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having an output
coupled to the second input of the pulse-controlled push-pull
output driver and configured to generate a second series of
intermediate pulses having a second pulse width at said
output, wherein each of the first and second M:1 pulse-
generating multiplexers has four or fewer clock inputs. In
such an example, the outputs of the multiplexing drive units
may additionally or alternatively be coupled together. In
such an example, M may additionally or alternatively equal
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2, and the coupled outputs of the multiplexing drive units
may additionally or alternatively be configured to output a
serial data signal having a data rate. In such an example, the
first 2:1 pulse-generating multiplexer may additionally or
alternatively include first and second pulse generators, each
having a data input, first and second clock inputs, and an
output, and the outputs of the first and second pulse gen-
erators may additionally or alternatively be coupled
together. In such an example, the second 2:1 pulse-gener-
ating multiplexer may additionally or alternatively include
third and fourth pulse generators, each having a data input,
first and second clock inputs, and an output, and the outputs
of the third and fourth pulse generators may additionally or
alternatively be coupled together. In such an example, the
first and third pulse generators may additionally or alterna-
tively be coupled to a first data signal input, and the second
and fourth pulse generators may additionally or alternatively
be coupled to a second data signal input. In such an example,
each of the first and second pulse generators may addition-
ally or alternatively comprise a first NAND gate coupled to
the first clock input and the data input and having a first
NAND gate output; a first inverting delay coupled to the first
NAND gate output and having a first inverting delay output;
a second NAND gate coupled to the first NAND gate output
and the first inverting delay output and having a second
NAND gate output; a first NOR gate coupled to the second
clock input and the first NAND gate output and having a first
NOR gate output; a first p-type transistor having a drain, a
gate, and a source, wherein the drain of the first p-type
transistor is coupled to the pulse generator output and the
gate of the first p-type transistor is coupled to the second
NAND gate output; and a first n-type transistor having a
drain, a gate, and a source, wherein the drain of the first
n-type transistor is coupled to the pulse generator output and
the gate of the first n-type transistor is coupled to the first
NOR gate output. In such an example, each of the third and
fourth pulse generators may additionally or alternatively
comprise a second NOR gate coupled to the data input and
the second clock input and having a second NOR gate
output; a first AND gate coupled to an inversion of the data
input and the first clock input and having a first AND gate
output; a second inverting delay coupled to the first AND
gate output and having a second inverting delay output; a
third NAND gate coupled to the second NOR gate output
and the first AND gate output; a third NOR gate coupled to
the first AND gate output and the second inverting delay
output; a second p-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and
a source, wherein the drain of the second p-type transistor is
coupled to the pulse generator output and the gate of the
second p-type transistor is coupled to the third NAND gate
output; and a second n-type transistor having a drain, a gate,
and a source, wherein the drain of the second n-type
transistor is coupled to the pulse generator output and the
gate of the second n-type transistor is coupled to the third
NOR gate output. In such an example, the first and third
pulse generators’ first clock inputs may additionally or
alternatively be coupled to a first clock source; the first and
third pulse generators’ second clock inputs may additionally
or alternatively be coupled to a second clock source; the
second and fourth pulse generators’ first clock inputs may
additionally or alternatively be coupled to a third clock
source; and the second and fourth pulse generators’ second
clock inputs may additionally or alternatively be coupled to
a fourth clock source. In such an example, the serializing
transmitter may additionally or alternatively further com-
prise an n-type voltage-controlled resistor having a first
resistance and being coupled between ground and the source
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of each n-type transistor; and a p-type voltage-controlled
resistor having a second resistance and being coupled
between the positive power supply and the source of each
p-type transistor. In such an example, the serializing trans-
mitter may additionally or alternatively be configured to
exhibit a pull-up source resistance and a pull-down source
resistance, and the serializing transmitter may additionally
or alternatively further comprise fourth and fifth feedback
control loops configured to control said source resistances
by controlling the first resistance and the second resistance.
In such an example, each of the NAND gates, the AND
gates, the NOR gates, and the inverters may additionally or
alternatively have a positive power supply terminal coupled
to the positive power supply and have a negative power
supply terminal coupled to ground. In such an example, N
may additionally or alternatively equal 4; the multi-phase
clock signals may additionally or alternatively comprise
input clock signals 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 which are equally
spaced in phase through 360 degrees; and the input data
signals may additionally or alternatively further comprise
input data signals 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. In such an
example, for an integer n=0 to N-1, the data input of the nth
multiplexing drive unit’s first pulse generator may addition-
ally or alternatively be coupled to input data signal n; the
data input of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s second pulse
generator may additionally or alternatively be coupled to
input data signal n+4; the data input of the nth multiplexing
drive unit’s third pulse generator may additionally or alter-
natively be coupled to input data signal n; and the data input
of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s fourth pulse generator
may additionally or alternatively be coupled to the input data
signal n+4. In such an example, for an integer n=0 to N-1,
the first clock inputs of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s first
and third pulse generators may additionally or alternatively
be coupled to input clock signal n; the second clock inputs
of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s first and third pulse
generators may additionally or alternatively be coupled to
input clock signal n+1; the first clock inputs of the nth
multiplexing drive unit’s second and fourth pulse generators
may additionally or alternatively be coupled to input clock
signal (n+4 modulo 2*N); and the second clock inputs of the
nth multiplexing drive unit’s second and fourth pulse gen-
erators may additionally or alternatively be coupled to input
clock signal (n+5 modulo 2*N). Any or all of the above-
described examples may be combined in any suitable man-
ner in various implementations.

Another example provides a serializing transmitter sys-
tem with 2-tap pre-emphasis, comprising a first serializing
transmitter as described in the previous example and a
second serializing transmitter as described in the previous
example, wherein the outputs of the first and second serial-
izing transmitters may additionally or alternatively be
coupled together. In such an example, parallel data signals
0-7, each exhibiting data transitions, may additionally or
alternatively be asserted on data inputs 0-7 of the first
serializing transmitter; a complement of parallel data signals
0-6 may additionally or alternatively be asserted on respec-
tive data inputs 1-7 of the second serializing transmitter; and
a complement of parallel data signal 7 may additionally or
alternatively be asserted on data input 0. Any or all of the
above-described examples may be combined in any suitable
manner in various implementations.

Another example provides a serializing transmitter com-
prising N multiplexing drive units, each configured to gen-
erate a series of output pulses derived from input data signals
and multi-phase clock signals, wherein N is a positive
integer, and wherein each multiplexing drive unit includes a
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pulse-controlled push-pull output driver having first and
second inputs and an output, a first M:1 pulse-generating
multiplexer having first and second pulse generators, each
having a data input, first and second clock inputs, and an
output coupled to an output of the multiplexing drive unit,
where an output of the first M:1 pulse-generating multi-
plexer is coupled to the first input of the pulse-controlled
push-pull output driver, and where M is two or more, and a
second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having third and
fourth pulse generators, each having a data input, first and
second clock inputs, and an output, where the outputs of the
third and fourth pulse generators are coupled together, where
an output of the second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer is
coupled to the second input of the pulse-controlled push-pull
output driver, wherein each of the first and second M:1
pulse-generating multiplexers has four or fewer clock
inputs. In such an example, the outputs of the first and
second pulse generators may additionally or alternatively be
coupled together, and the outputs of the third and fourth
pulse generators may additionally or alternatively be
coupled together. In such an example, the first and third
pulse generator data inputs may additionally or alternatively
be coupled to a first data signal, and the second and fourth
pulse generator data inputs may additionally or alternatively
be coupled to a second data signal.

Although embodiments of a serializing transmitter have
been described in language specific to features and/or meth-
ods, the subject of the appended claims is not necessarily
limited to the specific features or methods described. Rather,
the specific features and methods are disclosed as example
implementations of a serializing transmitter, and numerous
variations are possible.

The subject matter of the present disclosure includes all
novel and non-obvious combinations and sub-combinations
of the various processes, systems and configurations, and
other features, functions, acts, and/or properties disclosed
herein, as well as any and all equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A serializing transmitter, comprising:

N multiplexing drive units, each configured to generate a
series of output pulses derived from input data signals
and multi-phase clock signals, wherein N is a positive
integer, and wherein each multiplexing drive unit
includes
a pulse-controlled push-pull output driver having first

and second inputs and an output,

a first M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having an
output coupled to the first input of the pulse-con-
trolled push-pull output driver and configured to
generate a first series of intermediate pulses having
a first pulse width at said output, where M is two or
more, and

a second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having an
output coupled to the second input of the pulse-
controlled push-pull output driver and configured to
generate a second series of intermediate pulses hav-
ing a second pulse width at said output,
wherein each of the first and second M:1 pulse-

generating multiplexers has four or fewer clock
inputs.

2. The serializing transmitter of claim 1, wherein the

outputs of the multiplexing drive units are coupled together.

3. The serializing transmitter of claim 2, wherein M

equals 2, and wherein the coupled outputs of the multiplex-
ing drive units are configured to output a serial data signal
having a data rate.
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4. The serializing transmitter of claim 3, wherein the first
2:1 pulse-generating multiplexer includes first and second
pulse generators, each having a data input, first and second
clock inputs, and an output, and wherein the outputs of the
first and second pulse generators are coupled together.

5. The serializing transmitter of claim 4, wherein the
second 2:1 pulse-generating multiplexer includes third and
fourth pulse generators, each having a data input, first and
second clock inputs, and an output, and wherein the outputs
of the third and fourth pulse generators are coupled together.

6. The serializing transmitter of claim 5, wherein the first
and third pulse generators are coupled to a first data signal
input, and the second and fourth pulse generators are
coupled to a second data signal input.

7. The serializing transmitter of claim 6, wherein each of
the first and second pulse generators comprises

a first NAND gate coupled to the first clock input and the
data input and having a first NAND gate output;

a first inverting delay coupled to the first NAND gate
output and having a first inverting delay output;

a second NAND gate coupled to the first NAND gate
output and the first inverting delay output and having a
second NAND gate output;

a first NOR gate coupled to the second clock input and the
first NAND gate output and having a first NOR gate
output;

a first p-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a
source, wherein the drain of the first p-type transistor is
coupled to the pulse generator output and the gate of the
first p-type transistor is coupled to the second NAND
gate output; and

a first n-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a
source, wherein the drain of the first n-type transistor is
coupled to the pulse generator output and the gate of the
first n-type transistor is coupled to the first NOR gate
output.

8. The serializing transmitter of claim 7, wherein each of

the third and fourth pulse generators comprises

a second NOR gate coupled to the data input and the
second clock input and having a second NOR gate
output;

a first AND gate coupled to an inversion of the data input
and the first clock input and having a first AND gate
output;

a second inverting delay coupled to the first AND gate
output and having a second inverting delay output;

a third NAND gate coupled to the second NOR gate
output and the first AND gate output;

athird NOR gate coupled to the first AND gate output and
the second inverting delay output;

a second p-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a
source, wherein the drain of the second p-type transis-
tor is coupled to the pulse generator output and the gate
of the second p-type transistor is coupled to the third
NAND gate output; and

a second n-type transistor having a drain, a gate, and a
source, wherein the drain of the second n-type transis-
tor is coupled to the pulse generator output and the gate
of the second n-type transistor is coupled to the third
NOR gate output.

9. The serializing transmitter of claim 8 wherein

the first and third pulse generators’ first clock inputs are
coupled to a first clock source;

the first and third pulse generators’ second clock inputs
are coupled to a second clock source;

the second and fourth pulse generators’ first clock inputs
are coupled to a third clock source; and
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the second and fourth pulse generators’ second clock

inputs are coupled to a fourth clock source.

10. The serializing transmitter of claim 8, further com-
prising

an n-type voltage-controlled resistor having a first resis-

tance and being coupled between ground and the source
of each n-type transistor; and

a p-type voltage-controlled resistor having a second resis-

tance and being coupled between the positive power
supply and the source of each p-type transistor.

11. The serializing transmitter of claim 10, wherein the
serializing transmitter is configured to exhibit a pull-up
source resistance and a pull-down source resistance, and
wherein the serializing transmitter further comprising fourth
and fifth feedback control loops configured to control said
source resistances by controlling the first resistance and the
second resistance.

12. The serializing transmitter of claim 11, wherein each
of the NAND gates, the AND gates, the NOR gates, and the
inverters have a positive power supply terminal coupled to
the positive power supply and have a negative power supply
terminal coupled to ground.

13. The serializing transmitter of claim 8, wherein,

N equals 4;

the multi-phase clock signals comprise input clock signals

0, 1,2, 3,4, 5, 6, and 7 which are equally spaced in
phase through 360 degrees; and

the input data signals further comprise input data signals

0,1,2,3,4,5,6,and 7.

14. The serializing transmitter of claim 13, wherein for an
integer n=0 to N-1,

the data input of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s first

pulse generator is coupled to input data signal n;
the data input of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s second
pulse generator is coupled to input data signal n+4;
the data input of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s third
pulse generator is coupled to input data signal n; and
the data input of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s fourth
pulse generator is coupled to the input data signal n+4.
15. The serializing transmitter of claim 14, wherein for an
integer n=0 to N-1,
the first clock inputs of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s
first and third pulse generators are coupled to input
clock signal n;

the second clock inputs of the nth multiplexing drive
unit’s first and third pulse generators are coupled to
input clock signal n+1;

the first clock inputs of the nth multiplexing drive unit’s

second and fourth pulse generators are coupled to input
clock signal (n+4 modulo 2*N); and

the second clock inputs of the nth multiplexing drive

unit’s second and fourth pulse generators are coupled to
input clock signal (n+5 modulo 2*N).

16. A serializing transmitter system with 2-tap pre-em-
phasis, comprising a first serializing transmitter of claim 15
and a second serializing transmitter of claim 15, wherein the
outputs of the first and second serializing transmitters are
coupled together.

17. The serializing transmitter with 2-tap pre-emphasis of
claim 15, wherein:

parallel data signals 0-7, each exhibiting data transitions,

are asserted on data inputs 0-7 of the first serializing
transmitter;

a complement of parallel data signals 0-6 are asserted on

respective data inputs 1-7 of the second serializing
transmitter; and
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a complement of parallel data signal 7 is asserted on data
input 0.

18. A serializing transmitter, comprising:

N multiplexing drive units, each configured to generate a
series of output pulses derived from input data signals
and multi-phase clock signals, wherein N is a positive
integer, and wherein each multiplexing drive unit
includes
a pulse-controlled push-pull output driver having first

and second inputs and an output coupled to an output
of the multiplexing drive unit,

a first M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having first
and second pulse generators, each having a data
input, first and second clock inputs, and an output,
where an output of the first M:1 pulse-generating
multiplexer is coupled to the first input of the pulse-
controlled push-pull output driver, and where M is
two or more, and

a second M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer having third
and fourth pulse generators, each having a data input,
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first and second clock inputs, and an output, where
the outputs of the third and fourth pulse generators
are coupled together, where an output of the second
M:1 pulse-generating multiplexer is coupled to the
second input of the pulse-controlled push-pull output
driver,

wherein each of the first and second M:1 pulse-
generating multiplexers has four or fewer clock
inputs.

19. The serializing transmitter of claim 18, where the
outputs of the first and second pulse generators are coupled
together, and where the outputs of the third and fourth pulse
generators are coupled together.

20. The serializing transmitter of claim 19, wherein the
first and third pulse generator data inputs are coupled to a
first data signal, and the second and fourth pulse generator
data inputs are coupled to a second data signal.
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